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Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $5 million                for public transit in the Pioneer Valley. $3 million is earmarked                for automated voice annunciation and visual display equipment in                Pioneer Valley Transit Authority's (PVTA) fleet of 177 buses. $2                million is earmarked for the creation of the Holyoke Pulse Center,                a transit hub to be located in downtown Holyoke. 

               Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations                Committee, and included the funding in the Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation                Appropriations bill.

               "This funding will help make it easier for local residents                to use public transportation," Olver said. "The new buses                with be accessible to individuals with disabilities, and the Pulse                Center will simplify navigating public transit in Holyoke and the                Pioneer Valley."

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward                final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the                bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of                the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal                Year 2002.

               "These types of investments in transportation infrastructure                are essential if we are to develop and maintain convenient public                transit in the Pioneer Valley," Olver added.

               The voice and visual displays that PVTA will add to its buses will                notify passengers of bus routes and stops. With the $1 million that                Olver designated for this project last year, PVTA will be able to                complete this technology upgrade. PVTA is currently completing a                feasibility study on the Holyoke Pulse Center. The Center will be                located in the historic fire station located at 206 Maple Street                in downtown Holyoke.

               Olver helped to secure $19.6 million in transportation earmarks                for the First Congressional District. He is the second most senior                Democrat on the Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee.

               "This is an excellent start for the Transportation bill,"                Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will                work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public                transportation priorities like these earmarks for PVTA."

               For more information on these transportation projects, contact Gary                Shepard (413) 732-6248.
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